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SPECTRAL SPIRITS

PRELUDE: THESE BIRDS
Take note. These birds are still singing to us. We must listen.
-Holly J. Hughes V
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PASSENGER PIGEON

Eyewitness: Henry David Thoreau and the Passenger Pigeon

"Blue...dry slate...blue, like weather stained Wood...a more subdued and earthy blue than sky...a fit color for this
airiel traveller as its path is between sky and ea ‘

—ad

[y av1d Thoreau (1817-1862) American author and naturalist
‘\\i m\{IqJe 75 the Thing with Feathers by Christopher Cokinos

The Naming
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glass eyes star Male Fomale?
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CAROLINA PARAKEET

Eyewitness: Gert Goebel and the Paroquets

PLATE. 26

“In winter...flocks of paroquets were a real ornament to the trees strfpped of their foliage...a flock of
several hundred...settled on a big sycamore...the bright green color of the birds...the many Y%ds

looked like many candles. . 4 TP

[In Germany| a young birch...wa F W m 1¢ roduced delicate leavest

on Christmas Eve, was decof: d anc nuts, - 3 1dies, no unlik

covered tree tops, these enormous Cl ' : :
~Gert Goebel (1816-1896) G
-adapted from Hope is the ]

The 1 g

Puzzi la neé. Hea

Incas, the la 5 cage on eb. 18, only six months after the death of

Lady Jang
A
From Mexico ‘;

startling in the

N
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. .
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NORTHERN CURLEW

Eyewitness: Lucien M. Turner and the migration of the Curlews
"A most graceful undulation...like a cloud of smoke wafted by the lightest zephyr.
The whirl and rise...(Their) aerial evolutions...(are) most wonderful..."
-Lucien M. Turner (1848-1909) - American ethnologist and naturalist
-adapted from "Where Have All the Curlews Gone?" by Paul A. J
The Naming
Numenius borealis. Swiftwing. Sweetgrass. Little Sicklebill.

Northern Curlew

I grew up reading The Last of the Curlews before bed,
your crescent-moon beak beckoning me north.

Even then you were almost gone, though millions of you
once filled the skies, migrating from the northern tundra

to South America, feeding on grasshoppers along the way.
Within twenty years, your vast flocks were brought dow

two million curlews were killed each year.
Here's the part that still makes me weep;

You were wiped out because you
by your fallen companion; fro

ok, aWaning crescent moon.
-Holly J. Hughes
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IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER

Eyewitness: Mr. Wilson and the Ivory-bill

"The first place I obsetved thls; ird at...was twelve miles|
found the bird from which my awing was taken. .

Whlle taking the drawmg, he tu e severely in severs al,pla ' ,@ the whole, displayed such a noble
ative woods. He lived with

The Naming

Campephilus princig
&

I wish I'd been at the sigl : g that inspired
> see thi

Standing twenfy 1

and a flashy red cre /
look at thaf? Once it

forests of the south; birg
bark eight inches/deep

they wete vulnetable:a
of wet forest with déa

In 1948, wheaf?
the last populat

1970, loggmgh

a few fmore decades, b
i explorers in the mot

;|

fresh signs of feeding, caught a glimpse of a L
been the ivory bill, but that sighting was never ¢

Since then, more reports have surfaced, suggesting k
the Lotd God bird may not be gone. A few still hide,

spectral spirits, reminding us of the shimmering line
linking memory and desire, reminding us that perhaps

it’s not too late to save them, to save us all.
-Holly J. Hughes
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Quietly, but still with intensity
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EYEWITNESS: HENRY DAVID THOREAU
AND THE PASSENGER PIGEON
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Free, quasi recitative

THE NAMING 15
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Ech - to - pis - tes mi - gra - to - ri - us Wan - der-ing wan - der - er.
from the painting by James J. Audubon.
On Sept. 1, 1914, Martha, the last passenger pigeon, died in the Cincinnati Zoo.
Horry J. HUGHES Enie HiLL
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EYEWITNESS: GERT GOEBEL
AND THE PAROQUETS

Eyewitness: Gert Goebel, German settler in eastern Missouri,
from a translation of his 1877 autobiography.
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EYEWITNESS: LUCIEN M. TURNER
AND THE MIGRATION OF THE CURLEWS
Eyewitness: Lucien M. Turner (1848-1909) - American ethnologist and naturalist

adapted from “Where Have All the Curlews Gone?” by Paul A. Johnsgard
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* place tongue just back of hard palate and/or front of soft palate to create quiet whistles mixed with “ss” sounds.
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EYEWITNESS: MR. WILSON

AND THE IVORY-BILL

Eyewitness: Alexancer Wilson (1766-1813) Scottish-American poet and ornithologist, 1811
adapted from Hope is the Thing with Feathers by Christopher Cokinos
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Described as "...bold...radiant, deftly crafted..." (Musical
America), Edie Hill’s music is performed all over the world.
Venues have included Lincoln Center, Met Cloisters (NYC),
Carnergie’s Weill Recital Hall (NYC), Musis Sacrum in
Arnhem, Holland, LA County Museum of Art, Library of
Congress, Minneapolis’ Walker Arts Center, St. Paul’s
Schubert Club, Berwald Hall (Stockholm Sweden), Liviu
Cultural Center (Romania), Feszek Miivészklub (Budapest),
St. Peter's Basilica (Vatican City).

A three-time McKnight Artist Fellow and a two-time Bush
Artist Fellow, Hill has received grants from the Jerome
Foundation, ASCAP, New Music USA, Meet The Composer, Minnesota State Arts Board, Chamber Music America,
and was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota. She has a B.A. from
Bennington College and earned her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees at the University of Minnesota.

Composer in Residence at Schubert Club from 2005-2017, she ran and grew the Mentorship Program for high
school composers. She was Composer Mentor for MN Varsity for composers 14-18 years of age co-sponsored by The
American Composers Forum and Classical Minnesota Public Radio. She has lectured at colleges, universities and
various institutions in the States and abroad.

For Hill, writing music is an opportunity to research, learn, muse, reach down deep, and allow inspiration to come
from the stuff of life. Her compositions are fueled by her experiences, passions and curiosities.

for complete biography as well as works for perusal and sale, visit ediehill.com
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