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1 ound likg This

1.
My inside, listen fo me, the greatest spirit,
the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake ap!

Run to his feet-
he is standing closg to your head right now.

You have slgpt for millions and millions of years.

Why not wake up this morning?

L. V
bListen friend, this body is his dulcimer.

11z draws the strings tight, and out of it com
the music of the inner universe.

If the strings break and the bridge falls,

then this duleimer of dust gogs back to dust.

Rabir says: The Hloly Ong is the only who can
draw music from it.

Inside this clag jug th ons and ping mountains,
and the maker ofica d pineg moantains!
711 seven oceans are nd hundreds of millions
of stars.
The acidt ts s there, and the one who

juds
Ind the m
4

Jfrom the strings no ong fouches, and
recof all waler.

a the trath, I will tell goa the trath:
iend, listen: the God whom [ love is inside.

IV.

Student, do the simple purification.

Jou know that the sged is inside theg horsg-chestnut
treg;

and insideg the seged therg arg the blossoms of the treg,
and the chgstnuts, and the shadg.

S0 inside the human body there is the seed, and
inside the sged there is the human body again.

Firg, air, garth, water, and spacg — if you don’t want
the sgeret ong,
gou can’t have these ¢ither.

Thinkers, listen, tell me what gou know of that is not
inside the soul?

Take a piteher full of water and set it down on the
water —

now it has water inside and water outside.

We mustn’t give it a name,



lgst silly people start talking again about the body and
the soul.

If you want the trath, I'll tell you the trath:

loistegn to the seergt sound, the real sound, which is
inside you.

The ong no ong talks of speak the seergt sound to
himself,

and hg is thg ong who has madg it all.

V.
Priend, hope for the Guest while gou are alive.
Jamp into gxperience while gou arg alivel
Think..and think..while gou are alive.
What gou call “salvation” belongs fo the time befor V
death.

If gou don’t break gour ropes while gou're,
do gou think
ghosts will do it affer?

The idea that the soal will join witthe zcstatic
justbecause the body is rot

thatisall fanfasg.

What is found nowis foumd th

If gou find nothing no

gou will simplg en 'h anapartment in the Citg
of Peath.

s it is intensity of the longing for the Gugst that
dogs all the work.
loook at meg, and you will sge a slaveg of that intensity.

VI.

The flute of interior time is plaged whether we
hearitornot.

What we megan by “love” is its sound coming in.

When love hits the farthest edge of excess, it reaches
wisdon.

7Ind the fragrance of that knowledge!

[t pengirates oar thick bodies,

it gogs through walls.

/8 negtwork of noles has a siracture as ifa million
suns were arranged inside.

This tung has trath in it

Where else have gou heard a sound like this?

Adapted firom Robert Bly’s versions of Kabir.€ 1977, Robert Bly. Text used by permission of Robert Bly



Funds for this commission have been provided by
the Chamber Music America Commissioning Endowment Fund.

A SounND LIKE THIS

for Cantus
KABIR Epie HiLL
ROBERT BLY
I. An Invocation
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%) My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit, ss s8
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wake up, wake up!
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A\
Q My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit, 88 §8
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wake up, wake up!
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wake up, wa
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ppp

c.3" ad lib. c.27"
o — - 2
A - * My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,
'\G\} the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

A S
,‘( - * My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

D the Teacher, is near,

%) wake up, wake up!

A S
A - * My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

&) the Teacher, is near,

%) wake up, wake up!

A | pp —— gy
"( * My inside, listen to me, the'

'\\f\ﬂl the Teacher, is near,
ss t wake up, wake up!

A | o ——— 177 Jf
l’f(u\\ - e, the greatest spirit,
ANNV , 1S near,

%) ss —t ke up!

- * My inside, listen to me, t iri
the Teacher, is néa

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

il

ppp

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

il

ppp

+ L. . ..
* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

*  Whisper all of part(s) of this phrase.
Repeat “Listen” and “the Teacher, is near” and “wake up” at varying intervals.

il
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* Begin “00” with lips barely parted,
gradually open vowel with increase of dynamic.
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ad lib.

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,
the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

c.30"

O * My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,
y .4 - .
17~ the Teacher, is near,
A8V wake up, wake up!

) ! , ! , ! , | . ! , ! , ! . I , |

v be te Lo e be 7Py C e & 15y te b 7 e Fo Ce Fe be
7 P® 1 oA o 1 P® 1 A Po—a® 5 Pe—o® Pe—<c® 4
N I M| I M| I L . = . i I i |
\%)\J

00

e
[Te

{

# My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

the Teacher, is near,
wake up, wake up!

* My inside, listen to me, the greatest spirit,

the Teacher, is near,

wake up, wake up!

* Speak/whisper all of part(s) of this phrase.
Repeat “Listen” and “the Teacher, is near” and “wake up” at varying intervals.
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wake up, wake up!

Run to his feet —

he is standing close to your head right now.

You have slept for millions and millions of years.
Why not wake up this morning?
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IV. Interlude: Thinkers, Listen!

51

: Lap
A Whisper = Chest
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T1 7 . I f y 2 - y 2 ¢ y 2
rs | I P & Y A A R 3
ANV — < AY 7 =
? |4 | 4
Lap
N > Chest
v ) N
) y 1 I | y 2 - y 2 g v y 2
rs I I PS PY 77 {7 &
A\SV — € AS 7 17—
'a» 4 4
Lap
A mf = Chest
v ) ] Y T 7 r T
T3 y . I i I I i I I | y 2 - y 2 YR y 2
rs I I ] ] ] I | I pS & Y A S 3
A\SV — AS AS 7 17—
%) — ~— — ~— | 4 | 4
Think-ers, lis - ten,
Lap
A mf - Chest
v ] y T ] | T N N
T4 y o I i I I I I i I y 2 - y 2 Y] y 2
7S I I I I I I I T Py Py Y A S 3
A\SV — < AY 7 =
Think-ers, lis - ten,
) Lap
A mf = Chest
v ) ] Y T 7 r T
T5 y o I i I I i I T I y 2 - y 2 ¥ y 2
rs I I I I I I | I pS pS Y A S 3
A\SV — AS AS 7 17—
%) — ~—— — ~—— 14 14
Think-ers,—— lis - ten,~»
mf J Chest
- ©): e — S — X — X ¥ — X
Bari 1 pd I ] I I ] ] & T ] TV & & Ty ] 7 3
< 7 7= AY 7 =
— N— = —— | 4 | 4 | 4 | 4
Think-ers, lis - ten,
f Chest
. e O y 2 y 3 y 3 y 3
Bari 2 i py —r—F+—T1—=% py —Fr—F+—1—=%
7 AY 7 7—= AY 7 7=
| 4 | 4 |4 | 4
J Chest
B1 —95 y 3 Y] v 3 y 2 ¢ o y 2
Z P R A S I W 3 & Y A S L 3
< 7 17— < 7 17—
|4 |4 |4 | 4
f Chest
B2 _q% < YR y 3 y 2 ¢ e y 3
7 Py 77 & & Y A A -
AY 7 7—= AY 7 17—
- | 4 | 4 |4 | 4

* Interlude should be performed while sitting -
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V. While You Are Alive
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What is found now is found then.

* stagger entrances, allow time to repeat each phrase
at least 2-3 times. Build directly into section B.

A | free, with increasing intensity and dynamic
* subg/spoken - medium tempo
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Described as "...bold...radiant, deftly crafted..." (Musical
America), Edie Hill’s music is performed all over the world.
Venues have included Lincoln Center, Met Cloisters (NYC),
Carnergie’s Weill Recital Hall (NYC), Musis Sacrum in
Arnhem, Holland, LA County Museum of Art, Library of
Congress, Minneapolis’ Walker Arts Center, St. Paul’s
Schubert Club, Berwald Hall (Stockholm Sweden), Liviu
Cultural Center (Romania), Feszek Miivészklub (Budapest),
St. Peter's Basilica (Vatican City).

A three-time McKnight Artist Fellow and a ime Bush

Artist Fellow, Hill has received gramts from the JErome
Foundation, ASCAP, New Music USA, Meet The Composer, Minnesota State Arts Boa Wusic America,

and was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters from Concordia College in Moorhea infRso he album, Born:
music of Edie Hill and Michael Gilbertson won the 2023 GRAMMY® for “Best Ch ance” for The
Crossing (Donald Nally, conductor). She has a B.A. from Bennington Colleg her M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees at the University of Minnesota.

Composer in Residence at Schubert Club from 2005-2017, she ran and grew the Mentorship Program for high
school composers. She was Composer Mentor for MN Varsity for composers 14-18 years of age co-sponsored by The
American Composers Forum and Classical Minnesota Public 0. S ectured at colleges, universities and
various institutions in the States and abroad.

For Hill, writing music is an opportunity to research, 1 ,¥each down deep, and allow inspiration to come
from the stuff of life. Her compositions are fueled byflser expesi€nces, passions and curiosities.

for complete biography as well as works fozr [ andlsale, visit ediehill.com
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