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EDIE HILL
Dazzle Of Day

SSSSAAAATTTTBBBB chorus, S, A, T, Bari. Soloists and guitar text by Pablo Neruda, translated by Alastair Reid
Commissioned by the Dale Warland Singers
Premiered May, 1998 by the Dale Warland Singers, Minneapolis, MN
Duration 6:13

Enough now of the wet eyes of winter.
Not another single tear.

Hour by hour now, green is beginning,
the essential season, leaf by leaf,
until in spring’s name, we are summoned
to take part in joy.

How wonderful, its eternal all-ness,
new air, the promise of flower,
the full moon leaving its calling card in thefoliage,
men and women trailing back:from the beach
with a wet basket
of shifting silver.

Like love, like a medal,
| takedn,
take in
south, north, violins,
dogs;

lemons, clay,
newly liberated air.
| take in,machines smelling of mystery,
my storm colored shopping,
everything | need:
orange blossom, string,
grapes like topaz,
the smell of waves.
| gather up,
endlessly,
painlessly,
| breathe.

| dry my clothes in the wind,
and open my heart.
The sky falls
and falls.
From my glass
I drink
pure joy.

Pablo Neruda, translation by Alastair Reid.
“Dazzle of Day’ from ISLA NEGRA by Pable Neruda, translated by Alastair Reid. Translation copyright 1981 by Alastair Reid. Used by arrangement with Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, Inc. All rights reserved.




When the opportunity arose to write this piece for the
Dale Warland Singers, my search for a text began. | found
myself returning again and again to Pablo Neruda’s
“Deslumbra el dia” (Dazzle of Day), a poem that | often
read because it brims with hope, joy and passion for life.

Neruda finds pleasure and beauty in simple things like
smells and sounds in the air, drying clothes in the wind,
and taking a breath. This poem is a celebration of rebirth,
of life, and of beautiful simplicity.

Neruda summons his reader to “takepart injoy” then
sweeps us up into a whirlwind of.things'spring. | wanted
to sweep the listener into a spring whirlwind. There is a
fantastic ebbing and flowingrin the poem. This fresh
energy and motion were central'to my setting of the text.
The idea of a continuously moving, shimmering color
became the structural coreiof the piece. The color begins
subtly in the tenors as,the words unfold in the foreground.
The color weaves in androut of the text, remaining in the
background until the very end when all voices join in, as it
becomes a_ huge, wordless expression of joy.

Edie Hill
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Described as "...bold...radiant, deftly crafted..." (Musical
America), Edie Hill’s music is performed all over the world.
Venues have included Lincoln Center, Met Cloisters (NYC),
Carnergie’s Weill Recital Hall (NYC), Musis Sacrum in
Arnhem, Holland, LA County Museum of Art, Library of
Congress, Minneapolis’ Walker Arts Center, St. Paul’s
Schubert Club, Berwald Hall (Stockholm Sweden), Liviu
Cultural Center (Romania), Feszek Miivészklub (Budapest),
St. Peter's Basilica (Vatican City).

A three-time McKnight Artist Fellow and a ime Bush

Artist Fellow, Hill has received gramts from the JErome
Foundation, ASCAP, New Music USA, Meet The Composer, Minnesota State Arts Boa Wusic America,

and was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters from Concordia College in Moorhea infRso he album, Born:
music of Edie Hill and Michael Gilbertson won the 2023 GRAMMY® for “Best Ch ance” for The
Crossing (Donald Nally, conductor). She has a B.A. from Bennington Colleg her M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees at the University of Minnesota.

Composer in Residence at Schubert Club from 2005-2017, she ran and grew the Mentorship Program for high
school composers. She was Composer Mentor for MN Varsity for composers 14-18 years of age co-sponsored by The
American Composers Forum and Classical Minnesota Public 0. S ectured at colleges, universities and
various institutions in the States and abroad.

For Hill, writing music is an opportunity to research, 1 ,¥each down deep, and allow inspiration to come
from the stuff of life. Her compositions are fueled by@lser expemi€énces, passions and curiosities.

for complete biography as well as works fozr [ andlsale, visit ediehill.com
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