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Edie Hill
Between the Limbs, Music

Between the Limbs, Music is a set of four songs that deal with themes of love, life and death.

I. The Book of Hungers establishes the idea that we are part of a continuum. Our commonality is mortality and
what we long for in life is love. This is a circle that continues through the generations. The music in the first song
has an ancient, circular feel, as if a clock or a river were running underneath the vocal line, sometimes with the two
running in, out and across one another. Another important aspect is the contrast between this “clock™or ‘river’
music and the music which proceeds the declaration “we carry it with us.” To me, these wordssmean that we all
carry or bear this book, and we do it with great strength of spirit.

II. Hummingbird moves into the wonderful realm of young love. I wanted this song to be like a watercolor — very
fluid, very colorful. I wanted the music to convey the type of love when one is young and feels completely free and
unscathed by life’s burdens — pure, fantastic passion.

II1. Autumn Dusk tempers the carefree youthfulness of Hummingbird. This song is about mature love — a love that
has endured. The voice sings a slow lullaby and the piano is instructed to play the sparse gestures “like muffled
shapes at dusk.” At the very end of the song, the music and voice lift up intothe air as the geese do in the poem,
flying away from the two lovers.

IV. Between the Limbs, Music opens with the music that'accompanies “the book” music in the first song. It is
meant to be a call to attention before the singer begins more.softly, singing on “ah,” and the “the heart’s song
resumes again after sleep...” As the voice enters, the elock or river music returns, running through the rest of the
song. This song imparts the idea that we are all “drifting on the promise of death” — and that this is the paradox of
life — there cannot be joy without sorrow, passion without solitude or life and love without death to drive us forward,
make us yearn. Even though we cannot haveione without the other, the poet chooses to highlight joy, passion,
breathing and ecstasy — so I chose to end the song with a soaring “ah” — an expression of joy and passion.

-Edie Hill



I. The Book of Hungers

The book of hungers
was conceived in an ancient language.

Past dayfall its pages turn,
moving between darkness and shadow.

We carry it with us,
its landscape bound with impenetrable thread.

The wind in the frost-withered leaves
recalls the persistent whisperings of lovers

skating afternoons
along the river’s edge,

wanting nothing but the pressure
of mouth on mouth,

the coolness of their faces
smooth as the flesh-caps of mushrooms.

The book lies open in our hands.
We carry it with us,

surrendering one by one
to the damp soil’s need.

How naked the spirits
without the simple‘truth of the body.

“They spring up in bunehes after rain,
frequently circling the dead.”

We pass thebook like an invitation among us.
It shall'not be rewritten.

L. Hammingbird

The hummingbird flies
like uneven breath.
His throat 1s the rare hue

of the cardinal flower.
See how the asparagus rises
before distributing



its seed, and the scarred
moon barely visible
in the water, wreathed

by reflections of trees.
Let’s swim into the cold
where the black loons dive,

two by two, and later,
in the high grass, where
there can be no abstinence,

speak to me the way
a leaf does ascending
in a gust. Say again

how the hummingbird returns
to the same wild grove,
the same magnetic blossoms.

II1. Autumn Dusk

Night enters the lake
with its black tongue
as slender reeds

rouse the wind.

In outlying fields,

the harvested earth
folds itself in darkness
and the gold lights

of farmhouses

turn on, one¢'by one,
like thoughts

before sleep:
Lieddown beside me
in the shore’s

deep shade
wherethigh leaves
swirl and surrender

to the grass.

We will blend

more quietly

with autumn’s weight.
When we wake

to frost under

these chestnut branches



geese will be passing
in strict formation
overhead, flying

in pairs away from
this common dream.

IV. Between the Limbs, Music

The heart’s song resumes again after sleep.
We drift on the promise of death, death’s waves,
the two of us rocking, while the small town
drowses around us — low train-whistles

and beyond the neighborhoods, the prairie
restoring itself after recent fires.

The fish dream of dawn under their island
which is water, and the lake glows with algae
under the unadorned stars. Night-Hunter,

I give you whatever I assume

for joy is more inclusive than sorrow

and passion encompasses solitude...

so we float, the land ever close to us,
drowning and breathing, hopeless and ecstatic:

JOAN WOLF PREFONTAINE

from her book of poems, The Divided Shpere
Floating Island Publications, 1985

text used by permission






I. The Book of Hungers

for Carolyn Campfield
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II. Hummingbird

Joan Wolf Prefontaine Edie Hill
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I1I. Autumn Dusk

Joan Wolf Prefontaine Edie Hill
Freely, with fluidity, like a strange lullaby
0-050-52
A p“. . X PP <
A . i » [y -y 7 S —-— T § 2 P —
~~—Q—] | | | | Qe e—@® A A e S
A\SVANS ] ! k ' | | () | 1] | | b I 1] b
0y ' . | y | | | 4
Night en-ters the lake with its black  tongue as slen” - der reeds
A J.:C.50-52 Like muffled shapes at dusk
7 - () .
20 - y 2 f D] ) e L 0 -] ﬁ D] .
~Q pS | 1 i i
ANV ] ~ J C C
o 3 | |
ppp
ppp pp —
' £ ¢
&) ( | N ( [0
el O o # y X0 - ] y 20 y 20 A ( (7] 7] o)
i i p3 i < < — | 1 Q
AY AY AY I I O
’ o
87)b_ —1 8Ub_ _ 1
pocoaccel. — — — — - — — — _ ___ ____ rall - - — — _ _ _ _ _ _ __ .
A mp ——p p _ - P
A ———N - | e e
5 = o T —
rouse the wind. In out - ly - ing fields the  har-vest-ed earth_
8
——————— pocoaccel. - ______________ vall. - __ .
[a)
i ( 1 I N N N ) N N . N (
G Tttt Tt F e e e
v S 1 /
N
oy M—"  f— o y 25 y 2 0] 4 Y E— X y 2 -
~ [ — i pS & </ r— — pS
o) . < < 7 € €
be - 4
81}b_ - 8Vb_ .,
sub. PP/.\ molto accel. — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ ______.
8 .
< s —— PP — —
I | il | — — | — | | |
i " g9 o o ————
| (o - I — T — 1t " ——
| y | y o
folds— it - self— in dark - ness and the gold— lights of farm - hous - es
molto accel. - f ___________
n O~ e e et - -
\J C K.‘)g [4) o
y .1 ¥ y 2 ¢ - g p [ S Y B
[ fan —8 < 2 T/ 13
ANV AN < ANV 'I/ €
.) I_34
Ppp P Ppp
) |
——% y a0 )— ' y a0 y 20 -
2 —=< < —a—C—¢
o 52
(%en) 2

Music Preparation by
Music Advantage

952-448-7544
Music Services by Paul Gerike

Copyright © 1998, Edie Hill.
Copyright © 2000, Hummingbird Press.

All Rights Reserved.

Fed.




This page intentionally
left blank. Full score
available for purchase.



14

-c.60

8Ub_ -1

5 S
: :
R an o =
SIhi
| X _
! |
|
_ |
N LY
=
L) m M
2
Nz
== =
e b=
~ £
TR =
ﬂl 5]
||. w
e
M| S
N g
o
=]
| | | k A
el
 :
O
< _ Sl &
,n_u IT] I SV
e °
r _.
| o |
_ p_ I’HUV W _
| p |
\ q
! |
[ 1
_ LA |
_ | o
S <N mwd < ﬁ:
— N —

Sne e e Suee
R + +
LD L LD
|
TR QL
[ 1N
AN A ARy
IS
I
g
= | Tl
S L)
v KN
ﬁhna
| o N
2
$
(e} N
o ¥ hb
2 M
—e 2 | |m
[ Y
. 2
TR & N
[}
= |
IS
=1
L [
: g awu
Ja 2 ] Hn
| =
1y - L
Bl = —Ie
WL 2 o3
{1 m ||
L 2 o [
| || 2
o
h A1
o
] m ~
s}
[ E
] 7 i —eH
g NG o
—m NS

87}b_ —

very lightpedal - - — - - - — — —  _ __ _ ______.

>LHHE °
U:I
. 8
8 LAY
) e ==
< ol £ oH y
: _Re
S o
s} N = Nmi
) B -
Il
et 2
C|# - NG
| W
[Nt [N [
N
3 < L2 ]
N S 3 el
w S
3 3 B
s s
_ b I
um, e |
oo~ (@l ] 7
N NSO N
- + +
L0 Trios L0
1
I
1
. K
S oW
“~ “ ) e
%Aunmwd < A
———

8Ub_ -

U



15

in

o

* 3

pass - ing

floating, soaring

e

niente ——_ pp

be

p————— mp _———p

56 accel. _ _ _ _ _ ypall._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
56 accel. - — - _ rallZ - _ _ __ ___

geese  will

J
J

branch - es

chest - nut

[ E—

un - der these

frost

-

)

o
=

—]

pairs
a l" I’

v 4

in

ing

rall. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ ___
rall. - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
e be b

c76 accel. - - __
81}b_J

c76 accel. - - - — - - _________

J
J

—

—

{

accel. — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ________.
ppp

accel.

pp

dream.

o - ver - head,

mon

tion

{

A

—_
J—

m—

from this »com

for - ma

pocoaccel. - — _— _ __ _______________ pocorall
pocoaccel. - _ _ _ _ _ _______________ pocorall

[—

way

(%)
35
[a)
strict
[a)
(%)
\;]U m— — —
(%ed.)




16

IV. Between the Limbs, Music

Joan Wolf Prefontaine Edie Hill
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Described as "...bold...radiant, deftly crafted..." (Musical America), Edie
Hill’s music is performed all over the world. Venues have included Lincoln
Center, Met Cloisters (NYC), Carnergie’s Weill Recital Hall (NYC), Musis
Sacrum in Arnhem, Holland, LA County Museum of Art, Library of Congress,
Minneapolis’ Walker Arts Center, St. Paul’s Schubert Club, Berwald Hall
(Stockholm Sweden), Liviu Cultural Center (Romania), Feszek Miivészklub
(Budapest), St. Peter's Basilica (Vatican City).

A three-time McKnight Artist Fellow and a two-time Bush
has received grants from the Jerome Foundation, ASC

and was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters fromgConcordia College in
Moorhead, Minnesota. The album, Born: musi ic Hiland Michael
Gilbertson won the 2023 GRAMMY® for “Best C formance” for The

Crossing (Donald Nally, conductor). She ha . Bennington College
and earned her M.A. and Ph.D. degre iversity of Minnesota.

/ Composer in Residence at Schubert 2005-2017, she ran and grew
WY the Mentorship Program for high school composers. She was Composer
Mentor for MN Varsity for composers 14-18 years of age co-sponsor@g by The American Composers Forum and

Classical Minnesota Public Radio. She has lectured at colleges$ nd various institutions in the States and
abroad.

For Hill, writing music is an opportunity to research, 1 ,®each down deep, and allow inspiration to come
from the stuff of life. Her compositions are fueled by@lser expemi€nces, passions and curiosities.

for complete biography as well as works foigaert®al andsale, visit ediehill.com
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